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Graduation Year: Senior 

College: Arts & Letters 

Major(s): Political Science & Peace Studies 

Minors(s): Glynn Family Honors Program 

Scholar Group Membership: Glynn 

 

Did you received other funding for this project?: no 

Could you have completed this project without CUSE funding? No 

More details on CUSE funding assistance? This is more thoroughly described in my Eagan 

Fellows application from this year. I come from a family of 15 and would not have been able to 

take an unpaid internship in DC for the summer without CUSE's assistance. 

 

Project Title: Orphan Demographics & Disabled Children: Inclusiveness in International Law 

Project Location: Disability Rights International, Washington, DC 

ND Faculty Mentor: none 

Project Type: Research, Conference - Attendance, Internship, Eagan Fellowship 

 

Why did you undertake this project/experience? Deepen your knowledge of a topic or issue, 

Research/experience necessary for senior thesis or capstone project, Career discernment 

and/or preparation 

 

Did your funded experience help you: 

[Deepen your understanding of your coursework or field of study]: Yes 

[Discern your interests and post-bac goals]: Very Much 

[Become confident in your ability to set and achieve your goals]: Yes 

[Gain a more nuanced view of local, national, or global communities]: Yes 

[Improve your written and verbal communications skills]:Very Much 

 

Tell us about your experience. 

This summer, I worked as a research intern with the non-profit Disability Rights International. As 

part of this internship, I was sent as an NGO delegate to the UN Conference of States Parties to 

the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. This experience in particular allowed 

me to gain a deeper perspective on how NGOs interact with states with regard to international 

law and marginalized groups. My work in DC built on this knowledge: I researched and wrote a 

critique of the UN Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children. While these Guidelines are 

incredibly important, they do not include disabled children specifically. Thus, governments often 

implement the Guidelines for all orphans EXCEPT disabled orphans. This is not only unjust, but 

ineffective, as disabled individuals are overrepresented in orphanages worldwide. My written 

critique will be included in an appeal to the UN for the clarification of the existing document. This 

experience taught me many important things about the interaction between international law 

and on-the-ground advocacy. 

 



Describe the impact this project had, both on you as a student-scholar and on the people 

you worked with. 

As an intern, I gained a huge amount of knowledge on international law as applied to 

marginalized groups. More specifically. I learned a great deal about how economic, social, and 

cultural rights are actually implemented worldwide, and how governments can more effectively 

be coerced into upholding such rights.  

 

Describe how this experience is connected to your plans as a student or future 

professional. 

I plan to seek work in the future in the field of disabled rights advocacy. Not only did this 

experience teach me the most effective methods for enacting this advocacy, but it allowed me to 

network with many prominent organizations within the field. 

 

What advice would you give other students who are planning to pursue similar projects? 

I would advise other students to be ambitious when thinking about what you can do with your 

summer. The internship I was given with DRI was technically meant for a law student, and the 

legal material I worked with was incredibly challenging. But if the work you do is something you 

are truly passionate about, a higher level of difficulty can often be overcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 


