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Why did you undertake this project/experience? Deepen your knowledge of a topic or issue,
Research/experience necessary for senior thesis or capstone project, Prepare for graduate
school (MA or PhD), Prepare for national fellowships, Career discernment and/or preparation,
Internationalize your Notre Dame experience

Did your funded experience help you:

[Deepen your understanding of your coursework or field of study]: Very Much
[Discern your interests and post-bac goals]: Yes

[Become confident in your ability to set and achieve your goals]: Yes

[Gain a more nuanced view of local, national, or global communities]: Very Much
[Improve your written and verbal communications skills]:A Little

Tell us about your experience.

| spent the conference attending lectures, including mini-courses by Emily Riehl and Gunnar
Carlsson, and networking with people in my field. | was able to learn a lot from Ehily Riehl's
lectures about higher category theory, and | really benefited from having the opportunity to
discuss her work with her directly. Her work will serve as the foundation for my senior thesis
project, so this was truly a remarkable opportunity. | was also able to meet a number of other
students at various stages in their mathematical career, which fostered great intellectual
discussions that helped guide my understanding of the subject. It also offered me the
opportunity to compare the US model of math education with that of other countries, which was
invaluable as a future professor in the increasingly international world.

Describe the impact this project had, both on you as a student-scholar and on the people
you worked with.

This project gave me access to information and ideas directly relevant to my senior year
research project and to my senior thesis. It helped me learn a lot about how the mathematical
research community is organized at the international level, and showed me how productive and
exciting such an international intellectual community can be. This also gave me the opportunity



to explore cultures | have never explored before, allowing me to self-evaluate some of the
aspects of American culture that have shaped who | am.

Describe how this experience is connected to your plans as a student or future
professional.

I will continue working on a research project based on Emily Riehl's work with Mark Behrens
through my senior year, culminating in a senior thesis project. My experience listening to Emily's
lectures and asking her questions afterwards will be invaluable as | proceed with this project. |
also intend to apply for graduate school in mathematics, where | will continue research in
algebraic topology, benefiting from the knowledge and connections | made at the Young
Topologists' Meeting.

What advice would you give other students who are planning to pursue similar projects?
| would certainly recommend that other students who are considering such projects should go
through with it. Conferences provide a great way to meet new people and engage in intellectual
dialogue with scholars from around the world. The exchange of ideas is extremely helpful for
developing and contextualizing one's own research project. Any project with an international
component is also a wonderful way to broaden one's horizons and see the world from a different
perspective.



