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Tell us about your experience.
While abroad, I was able to work with several groups of people in different areas in Spain. I
spoke with professors at Compultense University in Madrid and University of Seville about the
problems in the Andalusian economy, and where youth fit into the solution. Experts seemed to
think that youth took too passive a role in their own futures and were therefore more likely to
leave the country to find jobs rather than create their own. This was largely echoed by the youth
interviewed, who tended to blame economic problems on the government rather than their own
lack of initiative, business cycles, failures in particular sectors, etc. This was very interesting to
me and is what I intend to delve into further with my thesis: to what extent is the government to
blame for the failure of and solutions to the economic crisis? Furthermore, one expert regarded
incentives for young entrepreneurs as a key for economic improvement in Spain. I would love
to further consider some policy implications of this, different policies, and whether youth would
actually take advantage of such "incentive programs" or other social programs. In other words,
what role does government policy actually play and what role could it play in the economic crisis
of Spain?

Describe the impact this project had, both on you as a student-scholar and on the people
you worked with.
For me, part of this project was personal. I wanted to learn more about youth working in Spain
because I, as a young person, was considering working in Spain. Speaking with the youth
broadened my horizons but also presented me with a distinct moral crisis: who was I, as an
American student with a job offer in the USA, to take away a job from a struggling Spanish
student? This is a fundamental Anthropological question that has arisen in other research I
have done as well; to what extent are we explicitly studying human beings vs. engaging in
reciprocal understandings of each other? I had some very interesting conversations with
students not only about their future plans but about mine as well. In the end, many of my
conversations with youth was done as peers instead of the more traditional researcherparticipant relationship. I think this aided to my project because students trusted me easier and
were therefore more likely to share with me perhaps controversial perspectives on the region of
Andalusia and stereotypes about its people.
Describe how this experience is connected to your plans as a student or future
professional.
I will be including this research in my senior thesis, publishing in the NDIAS magazine, and I
hope to also present at a conference before the end of the year!
What advice would you give other students who are planning to pursue similar projects?
Don't be shy! People are generally excited to engage in research and are very willing to help some students even corrected the grammar on my written survey for me! That being said, don't
be discouraged if you get some "no"s as well. Some people were uncomfortable speaking to
me formally and signing a consent form, but informal research can do a lot to guide your thought
processes as well.
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